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Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center 

125 Aldersgate Camp Rd. 
Ravenna, KY  40472 

(606) 723-5078 
Email:  aldersgatecamp@gmail.com 

www.aldersgatecamp.org 
 

Dear Friends of Aldersgate, 

 Welcome to this year-end issue of “the Bridge”.  So many folks 

are having meaningful experiences here at Aldersgate.  Summer camp 

was truly a blessing, retreats are going strong and volunteers continue 

to find fulfillment while at Aldersgate.  Our vision to be the best at of-

fering Christian Hospitality anywhere truly drives our decisions and 

actions.  Guests are finding Aldersgate to be a genuine place set apart 

for renewal and growth. 

 You are important to Aldersgate.  I hope you will celebrate 

with us the life changing ministry of Aldersgate that is made possible 

by the prayers and support of all our friends. 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all of us 

here at Aldersgate.       

      Shalom, 

      ������������  

      Lee Padgett, 
      Camp Director 
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I like to read books.  The funny thing about that is that I hardly ever sit down with 
a book to read.  It’s like I forget that I enjoy doing that.  I can say it’s because I 
keep myself so busy with other things, but that is such a common “cop out” that I 
feel sort of lame saying that.  The truth is when I am reading I can’t do anything 
else.  I can’t look at anything else, I can’t listen to anything else, and I don’t do 
well thinking about anything else.  I put myself in the book in such a way that the 
rest of the world disappears.  That is great, except that in this generation I feel as 
though if I am not working on 3 or 4 things at a time then I am falling behind.  Ha!  
Falling behind in what?  Life?  There’s not even a what…  I just feel behind in my 
own mental schedule of productivity.  It’s especially funny that I say this, because 
I’m really bad at multitasking.  I forget what I am doing from one minute to the 
next if I have more than 1 activity going on at a time, yet I insist on living life that 
way. 
The way we live our everyday lives is a reflection of the way we relate to Christ.  
Patterning myself to try focusing on 4 things at once means that when I come to 
Christ, my mind is automatically trying to distract itself with anything and every-
thing, so I won’t feel “behind.”  How can I give my all to Christ, when ¾ of my 
mind is being distributed to ridiculously unimportant thoughts at the same time?  I 
used to think my relationship with Christ is like a relationship with anyone else, 
where you have to work at it and sacrifice sometimes.  I’ve learned, though, that 
it’s nothing like any other relationship I will experience.  I have to know Christ 
well and study His word before I can even recognize His voice.  It’s more like 
training for a marathon.  It has to continue growing, while I have to continue being 
fully committed.  It doesn’t just happen because I think God is cute.  God wants 
every bit of me.  I guess in order to be in the kind of relationship with Christ that 
he desires from me, I have to learn to live life the way I read a book; aware of my 
life, but focused on the one, main point.  
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Experience Aldersgate………..  

  

Testimonial: 
 
“This is a wonderful place to immerse your soul in God’s 
amazing creation.  What a blessing these grounds are to 
the Spirit of youth and freshness.  It makes me feel re-
newed!” 
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SO MANY IDEAS, SO LITTLE TIME 

IMPLEMENTATION TEAM FORMED 

 

 So what’s going on at camp?  That’s a familiar question we get 
at Aldersgate often.  The answer is a lot.  However it could be more…
and will be soon. 
 The staff often gets together for brainstorming and evaluation 
sessions and compiles pages of opportunities and possibilities to im-
prove the ministry and mission of Aldersgate.  Yet, unfortunately there 
is never enough time or people for everything to be accomplished.  
That is why the new implementation team is being put together. 
 We are happy to announce that the team leader is Ms. Mary 
Ellen Fortney, former camper and summer staff person.  A graduate of 
UK, Mary Ellen has already begun recruiting her implementation team.  
She is definitely up for the challenge. 
 Here’s how it will work:  The staff (think tank) along with the 
implementation leader will meet monthly for brainstorming and 
evaluation sessions.  Ideas will be taken by the team leader to the im-
plementation team (a group of volunteers who love Aldersgate Camp).  
The implementation team will develop strategies and steps to see that 
these ideas are accomplished and can see projects through to comple-
tion. 

Check out our Website! 
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Experience Aldersgate……….. 
Testimonial: 

“Thank you so much for providing such a beautiful place for per-
sonal retreats.  I truly felt God’s Presence.  Thanks for everything!” 
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 One of the greatest ministries of Aldersgate is to our college 
age.  During 10 weeks of the summer, while college students work 
endlessly for the summer camp program, they find enormous purpose 
and meaning.  Leadership skills are improved and emotional, physical 
and spiritual growth takes place.  God’s call and purpose for their lives 
becomes clearer.  The summer camp experience is an immeasurable 
opportunity for these young adults. 
 This growth and development continues during retreat season 
as many of these and other college age persons come to volunteer for 
weekend programming.  Aldersgate is truly blessed to have these 
young adults giving their gifts, talents and time to the ongoing ministry 
of Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Season.  It’s a win win situation! 
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 Summer camps come and go.  So what difference does 
it make?  It makes a world of difference! 
 Summer camp 07 was very successful with week after 
week of excited campers, dedicated volunteers, and hard 
working Christian staff.  With increasing distractions and re-
quests upon the youth of today, carving out time for camp is 
more and more of a challenge.  But it is worth it! 
 For the campers, ranging in age from 5 yrs old to 75, 

summer camp at Aldersgate 
means new friends, new experi-
ences, and new or renewed faith.  
For the volunteers, it means men-
toring and growing as they lead 
and counsel others.  For the sum-
mer staff, it means hard work and 
selfless giving in all areas of min-
istry so that everyone else has a 
very positive God filled week. 
 If you want to witness the 

difference summer camp makes, just look at the leaders in 
our churches and around the conference – both volunteer and 
employed – who attended Aldersgate.  Self esteem is 
boosted, Confidence is increased, and Spiritual Growth takes 
place.  Summer camp grows leaders for God – of all ages 
and stages. 
 Summer camp 2008 will be here before you know it.  
Watch our website for dates and registration procedures.  
Registration begins mid February.  Support summer camp 
and help make a difference in someone’s life this summer. 
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 Two of the three creeks dried up till they absolutely didn’t 
flow.  The pond shrunk down to just a big puddle, the ground cracked 
open, and the grass turned brown. But the Aldersgate springs just kept 
on flowing!   Yep, in the midst of the drought of the century, the good 
ole Aldersgate Springs, that have supplied fresh drinking water for 
Fitchburg for 150 + years, and that have supplied water for Aldersgate 
for over 50 years, never quit.  In spite of the largest number of guests 
ever to stay at Aldersgate during fall retreat season, there was plenty of 
water.  Thanks be to God for the miracle of water (and pipes that didn’t 
break!) 
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 When it got really dry, a state wide ban on all open campfires 
was proclaimed.  Since campfires are enjoyed every weekend during 
retreat season, Aldersgate requested and received permission from 
Frankfort to have campfires in the metal fire rings of the Asbury R. V. 
Park.  This special compensation allowed retreat guests to continue 
their tradition of evening worship and fun around the campfires of Al-
dersgate.  It was quite a site to see 2 and 3 campfires at once in Asbury 
R. V. park at Aldersgate with folks huddled around singing. 
 For now the fire ban has been lifted and campfires are again 
held in the traditional stone campfire rings, but if there is another ban, 
the fires will continue in the R.V. Park.  Marshmallows anyone? 
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Aldersgate Chocolate Pecan Pie 
 

Ingredients: 
1 Cup Sugar 

4 eggs 
1 Cup White Karo Syrup 

1 Teaspoon Vanilla 
1 Stick  Butter (no substitutions) 

1 Cup Pecans or Walnuts Chopped 
1 6oz package chocolate chips 

 
Mix first four ingredients and blend well.  Melt butter and 

add to mixture along with remaining ingredients.  Pour into a 
10 inch unbaked pie shell.  Bake at 350 degrees for 50 min-

utes or until firm.  Serves 8. 
 

Fireplaces are Ablaze… 
Imagine you are walking through a valley early on a Saturday morning 
in November.  The sun is still behind the mountains, and the frosted 
footprints you are leaving behind are as crisp as the air itself.  The 
smell of the air reminds you of last night’s worship around the camp-
fire, as smoke slips out the chimney on top of the lodge just ahead.  
Your footprints are farther apart from anticipation as you approach the 
glowing and welcoming lodge .  Friends call out your name from the 
balcony, encouraging you to join them inside.  As the door opens your 
body is enveloped with the warmth of the blazing fire.  Your nose no 
longer aches from the bite of the cold, but is relieved with the smell of 
the hot apple cider and freshly cooked breakfast.  After hanging your 
no longer needed coat and mittens by the door, you join your friends in 
the rocking chairs around the fire.  With your feet propped up on the 
fireplace, you let out a sigh of relief.  After a long week, finally you 
can relax.  Welcome home to Aldersgate Camp. 
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Thank You to Volunteers… 
Aldersgate Camp wants to thank all of the wonderful volunteers that 
we have had throughout the year. 
We are so thankful for work groups and mission teams that come 
out to support Aldersgate Camp through manual labor in order that we 
can continue to grow and host more groups of people in the most 
beautiful setting we can provide. 
We want to thank our summer camp counselors and deans for allow-
ing us the opportunity to provide a summer camp where campers feel 
safe and are nurtured in their faith.  Your ministry during your one 
week here during the summer impacts lives forever.  There would be 
no summer camp here at Aldersgate without these volunteers! 
We want to thank our fall weekend volunteers for all of your hard 
work and for giving your weekends to serving the Lord here at Al-
dersgate by facilitating the ropes course, washing dishes, building 
campfires, etc.  It is wonderful to have friends that are willing to give 
up their weekends to serve the Lord at Aldersgate! 

 
If you are interested in serving as a volunteer in some way at Alders-

gate Camp, please call us at (606) 723-5078 to let us know and  
to receive more information!  

OLDER ADULTS HELP ALDERSGATE AGAIN 

And ENJOY THE RV PARK 

 For four weeks this fall the Asbury RV Park was buzzing with 
volunteers.  First our faithful friends from Asbury UMC in Covington 
District spent a week pressure washing and staining Cottage 1.  Under 
the direction of Jim Morgan they also built a new storage building 
from ground up and constructed a new fire exit prototype in one cabin. 
 During the following 3 weeks, a group from the NOMADS 
were back to work around camp.  They stained the exterior of 2 cot-
tages, various decks, playground equipment, and other exterior sur-
faces which will help preserve these facilities for many more years.  
The new storage building was completed and organized, and fire exits 
were added to 7 more of the 10 old rustic cabins (as a part of Risk 
Management ACA standards.)  Thanks to our traveling volunteers. 
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STAFF FALL RETREAT 
 For their annual planning retreat, the Aldersgate Camp year 
round staff recently enjoyed the beautiful Red River Gorge at the 
height of the fall colors.  The staff enjoyed meeting at the Gladie Na-
ture Center and later hiked to Sky Bridge, a natural rock bridge forma-
tion in Red River Gorge. 
 During their time together dreams, goals and core values were 
discussed.  Aldersgate is very fortunate to have such a dedicated year 
round staff.  

Aldersgate Wish List 
 

Good used pick-up truck 
Tack for Horse Program 

Rocking Chair 
Front loading washer and dryer 

Video Projector 
Sports Equipment 
Copier for Chapel 

Maintenance/Carpentry Tools 

DECEMBER AT ALDERSGATE 
 

December is a great time to visit Aldersgate Camp and 
Retreat Center.  Take the scenic drive to see the Christmas 
decorations, come for a personal private retreat, or just come 
see what your camp and retreat center is up to. 

Every weekend, and many weekdays in the winter, Al-
dersgate is alive with activity.  Church groups, school groups, 
families and individuals come seeking a closer relationship    
with Christ. They do not leave disappointed. 
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NEW LODGE FUND  

 Over $200,000 has been pledged toward the new lodge and din-
ing hall complex.  This is a great start, but only a portion of what will 
be needed.  To give to this exciting project, mark your check “new 
lodge fund” and send our way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW LODGE CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

 Recently the Aldersgate Board of Directors approved 1) the 
hiring of a part time funds development director; 2) the forming of the 
Lodge building committee; 3) the forming of a new capital funds com-
mittee. These three actions are an exciting step forward by the camp 
Board. 
 We have replaced the old “future site of lodge” sign with a new 
“coming soon” sign showing artist’s rendering of new lodge.  We have 
also opened up the front fence row to show where the entrance to the 
new lodge will be.  The initial preparation of the road bed to the new 
lodge has been completed. 
 One of the next steps in the new lodge campaign will be the 
procuring of an architect. This will be an exciting step as concepts and 
ideas become drawings and plans.  We also will be hosting a fund rais-
ing dinner in Eastern KY at the Expo Center in Pikeville in April 2008. 
 

ALL DONATIONS TO ALDERSGATE CAMP ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE. 

 For ONLINE donations, check out our web site at www.aldersgatecamp.org. 
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OPERATING IN THE BLACK 

 Aldersgate will end 2007 well in the black.  Even with an in-
creased emphasis on the new Lodge Fund, this has been a financially 
good year for the Aldersgate operating budget.  Many factors for this 
include 1) an intentional plan to create a contingency, 2) a reduction in 
staff expenses, 3) increased retreat usage and income, 4) minimum ex-
penditures for construction, 5) and steady support from our donors.  
Your year end gifts for the operating budget will greatly help increase 
this necessary contingency for low cash flow periods and insure a 
budget in 2008 that will adequately fund the ministries and opportuni-
ties of Aldersgate. 
 

RETREAT SEASON BOOMING 
 Retreat season has been very full both in numbers and in minis-
try this fall.  Groups of all ages have enjoyed the Christian Hospitality 
of Aldersgate.  It has truly been a meaningful retreat season thus far, 
yet we have had to turn away at least 32 groups this year for lack of 
space!  The new Lodge is needed now more than ever! 
 

 Our family recently had the most amazing stay 
at a retreat/camp nestled in the beautiful woods of the 
Kentucky mountains. There are not many places that you truly feel the 
peace and rest of God; Aldersgate is one of them. The surroundings 
were breathtaking, the R.V. park was the best that we have been in, 
and the hospitality was above and beyond all expectation. From the 
youngest to the oldest we would recommend Aldersgate Camp and Re-
treat Center for a great family time, a restful retreat or a church youth 
camp. It is a little piece of Heaven on earth.   
 
(Submitted by Joe Bolig and family Nov ‘07) 
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Experience Aldersgate……….. 
 

Testimonial: 


